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Happy Holidays from all of us at The SAMFund!
What a year this has been! From celebrating our
one millionth grant dollar awarded, to launching a new program (see more on the back) and
finding new ways to strengthen and support our
young adult survivor community, 2014 has been
the most exciting, pivotal year to date.
But our work is not nearly done. Last month,
we began the process of paying out a record
$250,000 in grants -- but we are acutely aware of
how many more young adults need our help. No
one feels this frustration more than our volunteer
reviewers, who read and discuss every application and then make very difficult choices.
In one reviewer’s own words, “I have been a
reviewer for The SAMFund almost since its inception. This year, we had the funds to support
a greater percentage of finalists, and I hope that
trend continues. Each grant cycle, however, I
struggle with denying funds to inspiring, qualified
candidates with touching stories.”

2014: A Year In Review
In the spring, HP’s Young
Employee Network launched a
coast-to-coast effort to double The
SAMFund’s impact in 2015. We
are so grateful for their support
and enthusiasm. For more info:
bit.ly/samfundyen
Thanks to Alumni Leader Kyle for kicking
off Team SAMFund! (Here he is in April,
smiling with his wife Ellen after running his
first-ever marathon - for The SAMFund!)
Have YOU joined Team SAMFund yet?
Help us spread the #cancerisntfree message
by wearing your purple proudly:
http://www.thesamfundstore.org/
From LA and the Bay
Area (left) to Boston and
NY, SAMFund alums
are paying it forward in
spades. It is amazing to
watch this nationwide
community of alumni
grow and support one
another in so many ways.

It took us nine years to give out our first
million dollars. Our goal is to award our next
million in three. It’s an ambitious goal, but we
can reach it with your help.
Our commitment to you, our SAMFund supporters, is that we will keep the momentum of
2014 going well into 2015 and beyond. Thank
you for all you have done for young adult survivors this year, and for being in their corner when
they need it the most.
Wishing you and your loved ones
health and happiness in the new
year --

In November, at the Critical Mass annual
conference, Michelle (Program Director
extraordinaire) presented our newest project:
“The Cost of Cancer: A Retrospective Analysis of
the Financial Impact of Cancer on YAs.” Our plan
is to publish this paper in 2015, so stay tuned!
Find us on:

The SAMFund for Young Adult Survivors of Cancer • 89 South Street, Suite LL02 • Boston, MA 02111 • www.thesamfund.org • 617.938.3484
The SAMFund (tax ID: 20-6018710) is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization designed to support young adults in their financial recovery from cancer.

#familybuildingisntfree

2014 SAMFund Grants
Total awarded = $250,000

One of the most common challenges faced by young adult cancer survivors is family building. Fertility is often impacted by cancer treatments, and survivors need to look to alternate paths for starting a
family, including IVF, adoption and gestational carriers, all of which
carry a hefty price tag. Since 2005, The SAMFund has awarded a
total of $91,869 to help cover these costs.
“After a roller coaster couple of
years, we were blessed to be the
recipients of a family building
grant from The SAMFund. Almost
12 months later, one blessing led
to another with the arrival of our
adorable daughter, Addison Marie.
The SAMFund grant allowed us to
start our family much sooner than
we would have been able to
otherwise, and we can’t thank you enough for that opportunity.
And now little Addison is part of The SAMFund family!”
--Bryan P, 2013 grant recipient

You Can Make a Difference
We are proud to say that more than 90% of all
funds raised go directly to programs for young adult
cancer survivors.
You are the reason why The SAMFund is awarding a
record $250,000 in grants this year. Please consider
making a tax-deductible gift and know that you will
be changing even more lives in 2015.

#healthcareisntfree

Ways to donate:
•

Online: http://bit.ly/samfundholiday2014

Medical debt isn’t something most 20- or 30-somethings anticipate,
and it’s not something they spend much time thinking about when
forced to fight for their lives. But once treatment is over, many young
adults are met with an overwhelming amount of bills. It’s no surprise
that requests for this type of assistance are so common, or that medical debt is one of the top categories we fund. Last year alone, we gave
out $42,171 towards medical or health insurance costs. Turns out
even a little bit can go a long way -- as seen in Bobbi’s story, below.

•

By mail (checks made payable to The
SAMFund, 89 South Street, Suite LL02,
Boston, MA 02111)

•

Investments (email sam@thesamfund.org)

“The SAMFund made a huge impact on my
debt! After receiving my grant I was able
to renegotiate the final balance and anticipate being able to pay it off in less than 2
years. You have allowed me to achieve my
goal of overcoming my cancer debt without bankruptcy. In fact, we just bought our
FIRST HOUSE! This is one more thing in
my [post-cancer] life that The SAMFund
helped me obtain.”
-- Bobbi G, 2013 grant recipient
We are grateful for the support of our 2014 partners:

and The Graham Family Foundation and Downey-Short Foundation

